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Chris McCandless is Brave
Everyone realizes that there is a certain level of unusuality about Chris McCandless; however, not many take the time to recognize the bravery he showed in his final undertaking. From the very beginning of his journey, he shows his mettle by forgoing his opportunities and going on his grand adventure. As Jon Krakauer points out, he gave up a potential career as an athlete after being "one of the top distance runners in [his] region" at the age of ten. His education was fully supported by his parents; he could have potentially done anything he wanted after graduating. And he did do exactly what he wanted. The only difference between him and a typical American is that he chose to do something so unconventional that people instantly wrote him off as a fool. In reality, it took a human being as spirited as Chris to take such a leap of faith into the wild for something he truly believed in. Chris reillustrated his courage when riding with his final human companion, Jim Gallien, the Alaska Highway truck driver that would take Chris the remainder of the distance to the Stampede Trail. He repeatedly refuses many pleas from Jim to reconsider his choice; warnings of grizzly bears and starvation were easily brushed off by McCandless. One cannot ignore the fact that he was very stubborn in many of his decisions, but that should not diminish the level of bravery that he showed when making his choices. Chris was willing to give everything to experience life the way he wanted, and he did give everything when he died in the wilderness; nevertheless, he had already accomplished what he set out to achieve, and shown his enormous level of courage in the process.

